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Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion of
the 183rd Aviation Regiment as an offi-
cer candidate in July 2005. Chief War-
rant Officer 3 Peltzer served as an AH-
64 Apache pilot in command, a UH-60
Black Hawk pilot, an aviation mission
survivability officer, an aviation safety
officer, and a medical evacuation heli-
copter pilot all while with the bat-
talion. His service also included serv-
ing in Guatemala as a Black Hawk
pilot in support of Operation Beyond
the Horizon. The many recognitions he
earned for his remarkable service in-
clude the Meritorious Service Medal,
the Army Reserve Component Achieve-
ment Medal, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal, the Army Service Ribbon,
the Army Reserve Component Overseas
Training Ribbon, the Senior Aviator
Badge, the Idaho Adjutant General’s
Outstanding Unit Award, and the Idaho
Service Ribbon.

Our citizen-soldiers embody a spirit
of service and the best of American pa-
triotism, and this loss is felt deeply
throughout Idaho. All three were sol-
diers, husbands, and fathers who left an
enduring legacy of service and
strength. Chief Warrant Officer 4 An-
derson’s, Chief Warrant Officer 3
Laubhan’s, and Chief Warrant Officer 3
Peltzer’s service and sacrifices will not
be forgotten, and their selflessness will
continue to serve as an example for all
of us. We extend our deepest condo-
lences to the families and friends of
these heroic men, including their fel-
low guardsmen. Our prayers are with
their wives and children, friends and
loved ones, and fellow soldiers in the
Idaho National Guard as they grieve
this tragic loss. Each of us owes a deep
debt of gratitude to our Idaho Army
National Guardsmen. Their service on
behalf of Idaho and the Nation is sec-
ond to none, and we thank them for
their countless sacrifices to keep us
safe. Our State and our country mourn
the passing of three of our heroes.

In closing, the following poem titled
‘““Above the Purple Sage’ was written
by Major Andrew Whipple, retired, an
Idaho veteran, to pay tribute to the pi-
lots and help lift the hearts of those
mourning their loss:

“From field and farm,

From small town and large;

Their dreams all the same,

To answer the charge.

They dreamed of the feel of wind in their
faces,

To roam the places of old story book Aces.

Leaving the ground the Flying Knights
rose,

The city lights behind them,

Their nerves so Composed.

Above the Purple Sage they soared;

Their friendships and bonds not easily
forged.

While many lay dreaming and safe in their
beds,

The three Knights rose higher,

From the ground they had shed.

The Purple Sage below them,

They flew higher and higher;

The night sky around them,

There was nothing so finer.

These three Knights of the Air,
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Together they flew;

But alas all was quiet,

Except the coming of the dawning dew.
Their journey to soar,

To protect those behind;

It came to an end,

But forever entwined.

Their journey continues,

Their flight it goes on;

With Aces and others dreamers,
Fly on—Fly on!”’

———

REMEMBERING BARBARA A.
O’MALLEY

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I
rise to pay tribute and honor the life of
the late Mrs. Barbara O’ Malley, a
friend, and a dedicated public servant
who proudly served Maryland and our
Nation as a congressional staffer for
Senator Barbara Mikulski for over
three decades.

Born in Fort Wayne, IN, Barbara’s
love of public service was nurtured
early on by her father, Joseph Suelzer,
a World War I veteran who served as
the chair of the Democratic Party in
Indiana’s Allen County. She got an
early start in politics as a congres-
sional campaign staffer and then
moved to Washington, DC, where she
met her future husband, Thomas Mar-
tin O’Malley, at the Young Democrats’
headquarters in our Nation’s Capital.
The O’Malleys made a home in Mary-
land, where Barbara spent 33 years as a
stay-at-home mother before her incli-
nation towards politics called her into
service once more, this time with an
opportunity to work for one of the only
two female Senators in Congress at
that time, Senator Barbara Mikulski.

In Congress, Barbara found a second
home. To all those fortunate enough to
work in the Senate and especially to
those who worked on the fifth floor of
the Senate Hart Building, including
myself, Barbara was simply known as
“Mrs. O.”” She worked as a receptionist
for Senator Mikulski and was the
friendly face who welcomed constitu-
ents, colleagues, friends, and even Sen-
ators to the office. With her warmth
and kindness, she made you feel right
at home. And with her deep knowledge
of Maryland’s democratic politics, you
knew she meant business. She cher-
ished working for Congress, and as a
lover of history, she did not take for
granted how special it was to walk the
same Capitol halls as many of our
former great American leaders.

Even though Barbara was committed
to serving the people of Maryland, she
was also equally committed to her
family—her husband, her six children,
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. In their family, Barbara and
her husband, Thomas, a World War II
veteran, instilled a sense of duty and
public service, so it came as no surprise
that their son, Martin O’Malley, went
on to become the mayor of Baltimore
and Governor of their beloved State of
Maryland.

Dedication and commitment to pub-
lic service defined Barbara’s career in
Congress, and we are so lucky she
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chose the Senate as one of the places to
make her mark in this world.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
BRIAN WINSKI

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor one of America’s finest,
MG Brian Winski, who served a 24-
month tour as the commanding general
of the 101st Airborne Division and Fort
Campbell, KY. Major General Winski’s
unparalleled mastery across the tac-
tical, operational, and strategic spec-
trums in combination with his infec-
tious and inspirational leadership pro-
vided a continuous source of motiva-
tion for soldiers and leaders alike.

In a time of uncertainty, Major Gen-
eral Winski exhibited the most valued
traits of a leader. As the senior com-
mander of Fort Campbell, KY, Major
General Winski oversaw support serv-
ices for 33,000 soldiers, 50,000 family
members, 10,000 civilian employees,
and 150,000 retirees. Prior to the global
Covid-19 pandemic, Major General
Winski shaped the way in which the
101st Airborne Division plans and exe-
cutes emergency deployment readiness
exercises leading the 531st Hospital
Center EDRE and later watched their
successful domestic deployment to New
York to provide help in crisis.

Major General Winski’s impressive
contributions enabled mission success
in some of the toughest and most chal-
lenging conditions. The distinctive ac-
complishments of Major General
Winski reflect great credit upon him-
self, the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), the XVIII Airborne Corps, the
U.S. Army, and the Department of De-
fense. I join my fellow Kentuckians in
honoring Major General Brian Winski
with the Award of Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal as he served his country with
class and courage.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE KLAMATH
TRIBES

e Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, the
Klamath Tribes in Oregon have a say-
ing: “We help each other; We will live
good.” These words are neither hollow
nor trivial to the members of these
Tribes. They live them each and every
day and never more so than when dis-
aster strikes. When the Two Four Two
Fire raged through the Chiloquin
Ranger District of the Fremont-
Winema National Forest last Sep-
tember, scorching over 14,000 acres, de-
stroying homes and traditional hunt-
ing and fishing sites, members of the
Tribes rallied together, opening their
doors, their hearts, and their wallets to
help their fellow Oregonians in a time
of great need.

They brought those eight words—
“We help each other; We will live
good”—to life.

When emergency personnel needed a
large, open area to establish an evacu-
ation shelter for all those who had to
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flee their homes ahead of the inferno,
the Tribes immediately offered up the
parking lot the Kla-Mo-Ya Casino for
their use.

When the firefighters tasked with
containing the fire needed a massive
open space to stage their ample equip-
ment, those same expansive parking
lots were readily provided to them.

At the same time, the doors of their
hotel were thrown open to anyone dis-
placed by the fire, to Tribal and non-
Tribal members alike who were in need
of shelter. In the middle of a pandemic,
with all manner of precautions in place
to keep folks healthy and safe, that
was no easy feat, but they did it, all
while also welcoming the Red Cross in-
side to set up a response center, as
well.

As the forests burned around it, the
Kla-Mo-Ya Casino stood there like the
eye of a hurricane. It became a center
of help and healing, of safety and shel-
ter. Had they just done those things,
the Klamath Tribes would have already
gone far above and beyond to support
Tribal members and community mem-
bers alike. They didn’t stop, however,
with providing the use of their hotel
and its facilities to first responders and
to those in need.

No. Klamath Tribal Behavioral
Health went out and provided assist-
ance and services to anyone who had
been affected and displaced, free of
charge. Whether they were Tribal
members or not, it didn’t matter.
Those who needed help were able to get
it. They helped feed the firefighters
risking their lives fighting the infer-
nos, emergency volunteers helping oth-
ers, and even evacuees.

And even now, some 5 months after
the worst of the fire’s carnage, the
Klamath Tribes are still doing what
they can to help those whose lives were
turned upside down by it. A GoFundMe
account has been set up to help any
family who lost their home or their
property to the Two Four Two Fire re-
build and start to get back up on their
feet again. The distribution of the
money raised by the account is still a
work in progress. The Tribes are fine-
tuning the priority system and how
folks will apply for it. But once all of
that is worked out, this is going to be
a tremendous help to so many of our
friends and neighbors who have en-
dured such heartbreak and hardship.

“We help each other; We will live
good.” There is no question that the
members of the Klamath Tribes have
helped those in need across southern
Oregon through an unimaginably dif-
ficult time. We are all deeply grateful
for everything they have done, both
during the Two Four Two Fire and
afterward. And we will all be better off
as a State and as a community because
of their kindness and generosity of
spirit.e

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

RECOGNIZING GENEVA’S SHEAR
PERFECTION BARBER & BEAUTY
SALON

e Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, this
month our country is joining together
in celebration of Black History Month.
It is a month for all of us to recognize
the indescribable impact that Black
Americans have left made on our Na-
tion; to recommit ourselves to the
struggle to achieve and ensure racial
justice throughout our land; and, of
course, to celebrate Black culture and
all of its contributions to America
past, present, and future. Few institu-
tions are more connected or have been
more central to Black culture than the
barbershop and beauty salon. As de-
scribed by the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of African American History
and Culture, for generations, men and
women have been going to these busi-
nesses not just for hair care, but for
the sense of community and security
they provide. Black Americans go to
spend time among peers, playing cards
or chess, sharing the latest local news
and engaging in passionate debates
about politics. Men and women go in to
these businesses for friendship and
mentorship and to be engaged in the af-
fairs of their neighbors and their com-
munity.

For 30 years, this was particularly
true of Geneva’s Shear Perfection Bar-
ber & Beauty Salon in northeast Port-
land. Since opening its doors in 1991,
Geneva’s has been a hub for Portland’s
African-American community, wel-
coming over 1,000 people through its
doors every month. Folks from Michael
Jordan and Muhammed Ali, to mem-
bers of the Portland Trailblazers, sat in
its chairs. But more importantly, it
stood as the heart for three genera-
tions of Black Portlanders who first
walked through Geneva’s doors as chil-
dren with their parents and then went
on to bring their own sons and daugh-
ters for their first haircuts, even as the
area around this local institution un-
derwent the kind of gentrification that
pushed Black families further and fur-
ther away.

But it wasn’t only the barbershop
itself that is considered an institution
of the Portland community—so is the
Knauls family who owned and operated
it for three decades. Geneva Knauls,
who passed away in 2014, was our
State’s first Black female barber.
Throughout her years as a business-
woman, Geneva supported all different
kinds of local grassroots projects and
organizations, and become one of the
most beloved people in the northeast
Portland community. Her status is
only equaled by her husband’s, Mr.
Paul Knauls, Sr., who is affectionately
known around town as the Mayor of
Northeast Portland. From 1963 to 1970,
Mr. Knauls owned and ran the Cotton
Club, which was the place for jazz and
soul music, welcoming such big names
as Etta James, Big Mama Thornton,
and Sammy Davis, Jr., to its stage to
serenade music-loving Portlanders. He
sold the Cotton Club in 1970 and went
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on to open a series of others through-
out town before finally opening Gene-
va’s. All the while, throughout all of
his business adventures, Paul has been
active in other ways throughout the
community. He worked with the Junior
Achievement Program at both Hum-
boldt and Jefferson schools, tutored in
the HOSTS—Help One Student to Suc-
ceed—program at King School, and
served for 6 years on the board of the
Urban League.

Last year, Mr. Knauls and his son,
Paul Jr., decided it was finally time to
take a break and close the doors of Ge-
neva’s. It was also a decision made out
of a recognition of the difficult new re-
alities of trying to operate a personal
care business in the midst of an un-
precedented national and global pan-
demic. Sadly, the Knauls and Geneva’s
are not alone. Many businesses have
been forced to confront life amid the
COVID pandemic and BIPOC-owned
businesses and communities have been
disproportionately impacted. Last
year’s announcement of the closure of
Geneva’s Shear Perfection Barber &
Beauty Salon was understandably met
with an emotional outpouring from
local Portlanders. Men and women who
had been going to the shop their entire
lives took to the shop’s Facebook page
to thank the Knauls family for their
contributions to the community and to
share some fond memories. Statements
came from local leaders and celebrities
touting Geneva’s legacy, as one person
put it, as ‘‘one of the most important
examples of a black business that rep-
resented more to the community than
just a place to get a haircut.”

And a year after its closing, that leg-
acy continues to endure. Geneva’s
Facebook page is brimming with pic-
tures of young men in graduation robes
in front of the salon, of a turkey give-
away in its parking lot that took place
this past Thanksgiving to help provide
for families in need, and announce-
ments from other local Black business
owners who are moving into the space
to continue the Knauls family’s entre-
preneurial spirit. And the legacy of
“The Mayor’” and his iconic standing
in the community remains as strong
today as it ever has; even after cele-
brating Mr. Knaul’s 90th birthday age
and the pandemic have not stopped
Paul Knauls, Sr., from putting on two
masks to go out for daily walks in his
neighborhood and around the Lloyd
Center. For his 90th birthday last
month, the nonprofit World Arts Foun-
dation streamed a live storytelling
event, featuring decades of friends, em-
ployees, and admirers to help him cele-
brate.

I know that Portlanders everywhere
will join me in expressing the immense
gratitude to Geneva’s Shear Perfection
Barber & Beauty Salon and to the
Knauls family for all that they have
done for the community. Northeast
Portland certainly won’t be the same
without Geneva’s, but everyone who
walked through those doors over the
last 30 years has had their lives
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